
Please be advised that as a landlord or tenant, you must ascertain whether your property falls within the 
CARES Act Moratorium.  The moratorium has been in effect since March 27, 2020 and limits the actions 
that can be taken to commence eviction efforts after March 27, 2020.  The moratorium could apply if the 
purchase of the rental property included the use of a federally subsidized mortgage or if the rent that is 
received or paid is federally subsidized.  The CARES Act provides benefits to both the landlord and the 
tenant.  The moratorium does not dispense with the need for a tenant to pay their rent.  You are 
encouraged to read sections 4022, 4023 and 4024 of the Act.  The Act can be found at  
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr748/BILLS-116hr748enr.pdf 
 
The CARES Act moratorium applies to the following federally subsidized housing (single or multi-
family): 

• Tenants with Section 8 vouchers. 
• Tenants with housing vouchers through the U.S. Department of Agricultural Rural 

Development. 
• Tenants who live in a HUD-subsidized property like Section 8 or public housing. 
• Tenants who live in a Low-Income Housing Tax Credit property. 
• Owners who have a mortgage backed by the federal government or a mortgage 

owned by Fannie Mae/Freddie Mac,  guaranteed or insured by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs; guaranteed or insured by the Department of Agriculture; and or 
purchased or securitized by the Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corporation or the 
Federal National Mortgage Association.  

 
Note, according to the Cares Act, if the moratorium applies, landlords must give their covered tenants 
a 30-day notice to vacate which cannot be given until after the 120-day period (July 25).  This could 
also mean that for covered properties, no eviction can be filed prior to August 23, 2020.   

The Judges cannot provide you legal advice.  The Judges encourage landlords and tenants to review 
their rights by going to the Louisiana Fair Housing website, https://www.lhc.la.gov/fair-housing or 
other available eviction information online.  You should consult legal services or your private 
attorney.  If you have questions concerning civil matters and you cannot afford an attorney, you 
should contact the Acadiana Legal Services’ office at (800) 256-1175.   

At any eviction hearing, the Judges will be inquiring from each litigant, under oath and threat of perjury, 
whether their leased property is subject to the CARES Act moratorium.  You may be required to provide 
information on the purchase of your property, including mortgage papers and other information 
pertaining to subsidized financing.  An inquiry will also be made about whether rental payments are 
subsidized.  Property managers may have to obtain some of this information from the owner. 
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