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CIVIL, CRIMINAL, TRAFFIC 

AND 

JUVENILE JURISDICTION 

The City Court of Lafayette (LCC), Lafayette City-Parish Consolidated Government's (LCG) 
Adm inistration, and the Lafayette City-Parish Joint Council, have embarked on a significant 
revision of the court's budget, accounting categories, control over revenues and responsib ilities 
for payment of expenses. The fina l 2022-2023 City Court Budget represents a change that 
consolidates revenues generated by court filings; re-categorizes necessary and reasonable 
operational expenses and transfers payment responsibility for some expenses from the court to 
the council. These efforts will have a long-lasting and positive impact for all concerned . This 
reorgan ization w ill ass ist both the council and the court to help ident ify budget items in need of 
cost-saving evaluations and solutions in the future. 

The court will be t ransferring revenues that have historically been ret ained by the court to 
cover operat ing expenses not funded by the Council's general funds. This includes a one-time 
lump sum transfer of $899,260.99 representing civil filing fees reta ined over the past 20 years. 
This one-time transfer occurred in September of 2022. The court had previously commenced 
monthly transmittal of civi l fi li ng fees which as of August 31, 2022, totaled $200,495.35 for the 
period of March 2021 to September 2022. 

A transfer of these revenues requires an accompanying t ransfer of operational expenses. The 
Court's budget includes fund ing generated by two sources: The general fund budget provided 
by LCG Council and the legislatively authorized user fees collected in civi l, criminal and traffic 
mat ters. Expenses that are deemed reasonable and necessary for t he operation of the court 
are t he lega l responsibility of the council and are now primarily included within LCG's annual 
budget for the court, which includes all salaries. 

This general fund budget from LCG does not include all operat ional expenses of the court. 
There are expenses that the court does not currently seek reimbursement from the council. 
These expenses are paid directly by the court through its self-generated funds. The court has 
proudly assisted the council by using its self-generated savings to cover expenses that would 
have otherwise required the use of the Council's general fund dollars. Most recently, the court, 
paid over 1.1 million dollars to replace the HVAC system at no cost to this council or general 

fund sources. 



The court's online payment system has been a phenomenally successful tool but, there are 
issues effecting the revenues recovered by the court that are beyond the court's control. The 
court has no control over the reduced issuance and filing of traffic citations, criminal matters, 
and impaired driving charges (OWi), all that remain at historical lows. 

This is a transitional period for both the court and the council as we transition into LCG covering 

the majority of the court's budget. The court is committed to work with its accountants, LCG 
Administration and the council to continue cost saving efforts to reduce the financial burdens 
associated with the operation of the court while continuing the court's history of effective and 
efficient service to its patrons. 
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Douglas J. Saloaln 
Chief Judge 
City Court of Lafayette, LA 


